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EMENDATIONS AND ANNOTATIONS ON THE MING DYNASTY
STONE INSCRIPTIONS OF THE YUNG NING
MONASTERY AT NU-ERH-KAN

by
Chung Min-yen and Others

In the last three years, some Soviet revisionists have alleged in a number of articles and
books that the Heilungkiang (Amur) valley and the land to the east of the Ussuri River
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were first discovered by the Russians in the middle of the seventeenth century. They
further claimed that prior to that these lands “had not belonged_to China” and that nor
were they “subject to anybody” or “inhabited by the Chinese”. All these are sheer fabr-
ication of history.

From very early times the Heilungkiang valley and the land to the east of the Ussuri
River had always been Chinese territory. An indisputable testimony to this historieal fact
is borne by the Ming Dynasty stone inseriptions of the Yung Ning Monastery at Nu-érh-
kan §{JLF. Of the two stone tablets found at the Yung Ning Monastery, one, entitled Dedi-
cation Inscription of the Yung Ning Monastery 7k 7 % ic and engraved in four languages—
Han, Mongolian, Nii Chén 4 and Tibetan, was erected in the eleventh year of the reign
of Yung Lo k% (A. D. 1413) when the monsstery was first founded at the site by the
officials of the Ming court. The other, entitled Dedication Iscription concerning the Rebuild-
ing of the Yung Ning Monastery EfE kT 3icdand engraved in the Han language, was erected
in the eighth year of the reign of Hsiian Té % 8 (A.D. 1433) at the time of its rebuild-
ing. The texts of both inscriptions refer to the founding of the Nu-érh-kan Commissariat
LT £ #24EF T and the administration of the region within this twenty year span by
the Imperial Commissioner Yi-shih-ha 7F2:#4 and others. Among the hundred odd people
listed at the end of both inscriptiops are officials and eommoners of both Han and other
Chinese nationalities. All these bear an eloquent testimony to the fact that in the Ming
Dynasty the region was governed by the Commissariat of Nu-érh-kan, a regional adminis-
trative branch within the multi-national state of the Ming China.

Although the Ming Dynasty buildings of the monastery had long since disappeared,
the two well-known stone tablets, which had stood at the site for nearly five hundred years,
have become the subject of many Chinese and foreign accounts. In the twenty-eighth year
of the reign of Kang Hsi BT8E (A.D. 1689), Yang Pin #% 2 's Liu Pian Chi Lieh {flihi08%
gave the earliest Chinese acecount of these inseriptions. He was followed by some nine-
teenth century foreign travellers who either mentioned or deseribed these inscriptions in
their writings. In 1885, when the region had already been annexed by the Czarist Russia
for over twenty years, Ts’ao T'ing-chich B/, an official of the Ch’ing court, visited
the site and saw the two fablets. With his own hands he made rubbings of the inseriptions
and had them published in the Chi Lin T’ung Chih EHEL (Gazetteer of Chi Lin) in
1891. Since then, Chinese and Japanese scholars have made repeated studies of the texts

of these two inseriptions.

Availing themselves of the work of other scholars and of several sets of photographic re-
productions and copied versions of the inseriptions, the authors have made a painstaking
re-examiniation of these texts in three seripts (Han, Mongolian and Nii Chén) and sue-
ceeded in deciphering some hitherto unidentified eharacters and correcting the reading of
other characters.
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